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we raise it by $2.10. To many, $2.10 is 
nothing more than a cup of coffee at a 
high-priced coffee shop today or a few 
sodas or a sandwich along the way, but 
it makes a difference, Mr. President. 

An increase in the minimum wage of 
$2.10, after nearly a decade, will add 
some $4,400 to the incomes of people 
who are depending upon the minimum 
wage to provide for themselves and 
their families. Remember whom we are 
talking about. The overwhelming ma-
jority of minimum wage workers are 
not teenagers, but are adults—working 
people trying to raise families, 60 per-
cent of whom are women, many of 
whom are raising children on their 
own. So this $2.10 increase after nearly 
a decade, an additional $4,400 per year, 
means a great deal. 

We are told by those who do the 
math on all of this that the increase 
could buy as much as 15 months of gro-
ceries for that families, 8 months of 
rent, 20 months of childcare—an issue 
that I worked with our colleague on 
many years ago—the importance of 
having a decent childcare program. As 
you are saying to these people, you 
have to stay at work and you have 
young children, where do the children 
go? The average cost of childcare rises 
all the time for people in this country. 
How do you expect someone making a 
minimum wage of $5.15 per hour who 
has two or three young children to 
keep them in a safe place with that 
kind of an income level? That $4,400 
would be a tremendous help at that in-
come level. That is the kind of dif-
ference we are talking about. 

A group called America’s Second 
Harvest has recently reported that 
they provide emergency hunger relief 
services to more than 25.3 million low- 
income people in the United States 
each year. That is an 18-percent in-
crease since 1997. No other organization 
in our country does as much on a na-
tional level as Second Harvest does. 

The numbers are quite clear. Over 
the last 4 or 5 years, we have watched 
an increase in children living in pov-
erty in the United States climb by 1.4 
million. What we are talking about is 
some 13 million children today who are 
living in poverty. Of the 37 million in 
our country, 13 million children who, 
through no fault of their own, through 
the accident of birth, are born into dif-
ficult circumstances. Those poverty 
numbers are going up. They are not 
going down. 

What do we do about these children? 
How do we guarantee this child will get 
a good education? How do you learn 
anything in a school today if you are 
going to that school hungry? Talk to 
any grade school teacher in America in 
any community you wish and ask them 
the simple question: What is the dif-
ference between a child who has a de-
cent meal in the morning and one who 
doesn’t, in terms of their ability to 
learn, and they will tell you categori-
cally that a child who is hungry 
doesn’t learn. 

We talk all the time about making 
sure America is going to be strong and 

vital and economically competitive in 
the global marketplace of the 21st cen-
tury. If we continue increasing child 
poverty at the rate it is increasing 
now, this country will have a very dif-
ficult time, in my view, of meeting the 
competitive challenges it will face in 
this century. 

So this proposal does make a dif-
ference—a huge difference—in the lives 
of people who struggle every day, good 
Americans out there who are trying to 
keep their families together. How does 
anyone expect a family today, particu-
larly a family with two or three chil-
dren, to live on a full-time salary of 
$10,700 a year? That is what you get 
with $5.15—$10,700 per year. I don’t 
know of anyone who believes that you 
can meet your obligations of housing 
and food, of medical care you may 
need. You have to make terrible 
choices at that level. 

I am not suggesting that $7.25 is 
going to solve all of those problems. 
But the cost of living has gone up. Ev-
eryone knows that. What has happened 
to gasoline prices and energy prices 
over the last number of months? 

We have increased our salaries as 
Members of Congress by over $31,000 
since 1997. Again, I have supported a 
number of those increases. How do we 
look in the mirror and say: A $31,000 in-
crease for a Senator, a Congressman. 
Yet we can’t provide a $2.10 per hour 
increase for someone making the min-
imum wage? How do we answer that 
question? We know the cost of living 
has gone up. We see it every single day. 
Minimum wage workers see it in a 
more painful way. 

So I hope my colleagues, in the next 
45 minutes when we have a chance to 
vote on this issue, vote for the Ken-
nedy amendment. Raise the minimum 
wage that $2.10 and give these people a 
chance. Let’s bring these poverty num-
bers down. All of us, regardless of 
party, ideology or anything else, ought 
to be committed to see to it in the 
United States of America that child 
poverty doesn’t go up, it goes down. 
These are innocents. They didn’t do 
anything except be born into a cir-
cumstance not of their choosing. We 
owe them and we owe the future of this 
country a lot better than they are get-
ting. After one long decade of increas-
ing prices, $2.10 is very little to ask. 
Democrats and Republicans ought to 
be able to come together around that 
request. 

I hope that we can make that kind of 
difference. My colleague from Massa-
chusetts and others want to be heard 
on this issue. I have great respect for 
my colleague from Wyoming who 
chairs our committee and does a ter-
rific job, and we work together on 
many issues. But my hope is we accept 
the Kennedy amendment. 

I didn’t go into the problems of the 
alternative proposal, but it would 
mean that millions of children will get 
a lot less than they will if you adopt 
the Kennedy proposal of $2.10. This is a 
time when we ought to be doing what 

we can to strengthen those in our coun-
try who need some help now. That is 
all we are asking. 

I have some 350,000 people in my 
State who show up at food shelters to 
get some assistance. That is in the 
most affluent State of the country on a 
per-capita basis, and even the State of 
Connecticut faces difficulties on this 
issue. 

I know my colleagues from less afflu-
ent States see the problem in a far 
more dramatic way. It is not lost on 
me that States that have the lowest 
minimum wage at the State level have 
the highest levels of child poverty. 
With all the money we spend here, this 
is little to ask. 

Small business is interested. A poll 
conducted among small businesses 
found that 86 percent of small busi-
nesses responded that an increase like 
this in the minimum wage is accept-
able to them. In fact, studies in other 
countries have pointed out that their 
economies have not been adversely af-
fected by this. 

If small businesses said an increase is 
warranted, we as Members of the Con-
gress ought not be holding back. If peo-
ple who pay this wage believe it is the 
right thing to do, Members of Congress 
ought to join with them. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
Kennedy amendment—$2.10 to make 
life a little easier for people out there 
struggling every day to make ends 
meet. This is the United States of 
America. These children deserve bet-
ter. Their families deserve at least an 
opportunity to get out from under the 
tremendous burdens they are facing 
every day. I urge adoption of the 
amendment when the vote occurs. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I yield 10 

minutes to the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire is recognized 
for 10 minutes. 

Mr. GREGG. I thank the Senator for 
his proposal which I think is a very 
thoughtful and effective way of ad-
dressing many issues, which especially 
single women in the workplace, espe-
cially single moms in the workplace 
have today. These are issues which are 
not addressed by the Kennedy amend-
ment. 

Whether it is $1.10 or $2.05, that is an 
important debate because it will have 
an important effect on how many jobs 
are created, and the impact on job cre-
ation and jobs is what we are talking 
about here. If you start losing jobs be-
cause you raise the minimum wage too 
quickly, so fast that small employers 
can’t afford it, that is going to have an 
effect on people’s opportunity to work. 

I think the Senator from Wyoming 
has put forth a much more balanced 
approach as to what number the min-
imum wage should be raised by, but 
that is not what is going to make the 
workplace a more tolerable event and a 
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